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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication® filed on 07 June 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)S Claim(s) 1^25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

I 5)|2 riaim^ 12 and 4-25 is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) H The drawing(s) filed on 07 June 2000 is/are: a* accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of applicatoon for patent in the Umted States. 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Iwasa et al. (US 
Patent #5,522,058). 

4. With respect to claim 3, Iwasa et al. disclose: 

a first bus (data line 22), a second bus (command line 1 9) and a signal line (sharing 
indication line 1 8), as shown in figure 4 and recited in column 10, lines 56-67; 

a main memory having a memory section for storing data, said main memory being 
operable to write data inputted from the first bus into the memory section, output data read from 
the memory section to the first bus, and receive data and an address from the signal line and 
write the data and the address into the memory section, as shown in figures 3-5; 

a cache memory, as shown in figure 3; 
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instruction means for outputting to the second bus a command for instruction to write 
back data of the cache memory into the main memory, by teaching in column 12, lines 6-10, of 
the write back command issued by the control unit over command line 19; 

a cache memory control section (figure 4, item 17) for performing reading and writing of 
data between the main memory and the cache memory over the first bus and outputting data and 
an address of the cache memory to the signal line in accordance with the command inputted on 
the second bus thereby to perform write back processing in the main memory, by teaching in 
column 36, lines 10-30, executing a write back operation for a particular address. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-2 and 4-25 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
teach or suggest to combination of claim elements specifically including the following: 

[Claims l&4]:m instruction means for outputting to a second bus a command for 
instruction to write back data of a cache memory in the main memory, and a cache memory 
control section including a directory section for storing information regarding an address of the 
main memory of data stored in the cache and a reset terminal to which a first reset signal is 
inputted such that, when the first reset signal is asserted, at least an element of the cache memory 
control section which takes part in control of the first bus except said directory section is reset; 

[Claims 2 & 8J: an instruction means for outputting to a second bus a command for 
instruction to write back data of a cache memory in the main memory, a cache memory control 
section for performing reading and writing of data between the main memory and the cache 
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memory over the firs, bus and performing write back processing of the data of the cache memory 
into the main memory in accordance with the command inputted over the second bus, an 
interface section for interfacing between the first bus and third bus, and an isolate section 
interposed between an output side of the interface section and the first bus for isolating the 
output side of the interface section and the first bus from each other when a control signal 
inputted to a control terminal becomes valid; 

[Claim 11]: a dual system comprising a first system and a second system, one of which 
is operated in an act state, while the other is operated in a standby state, and a memory 
confounding line and a system confounding line for interconnecting the first system and the 
second system, each system including an instruction means for outputting to a second bus a 
command for instruction to write back data of a cache memory in the main memory, a cache 
memory control section for performing reading and writing of data between the main memory 
and the cache memory over the first bus and performing write back processing of the data of the 
cache memory into the main memory in accordance with the command inputted over the second 
bus. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § U 1.(0 to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 

cache write back systems. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew D. Anderson whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5931. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 2nd Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3821. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




Matthew D. Anderson 
September 29, 2003 



